
 

 

  

 
   

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

  
 

 

  

 

   
 

   

 
 

   

  

 

 
 

   

     
  

QUALITY RATING AND IMPROVEMENT SYSTEMS (QRIS):  
INCLUSION OF INFANT/TODDLER QUALITY INDICATORS 

National Infant & Toddler Child Care Initiative 

WHAT IS A QUALITY RATING AND IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM? 

Quality Rating and Improvement Systems (QRIS) define standards for incremental levels of quality across a range of categories, and 
establish systems for rating and improving quality child care for all children. The National Infant & Toddler Child Care Initiative  
reviewed 22 QRIS1 to identify States that explicitly include infant/toddler (I/T) quality indictors. The review did not include State  
licensing and accreditation requirements, so I/T indicators that are reflected in these regulations are not included in this fact sheet.  

Most QRIS support quality for young children birth through age 5 years, but there is a need for policymakers to be more intentional about 
including indicators that are specific to I/T care and education. QRIS that include specific standards for I/T ensure that families,  
communities and policymakers have the necessary information to assess the quality of care in local programs.   

This fact sheet is intended to highlight QRIS that include specific I/T indicators to promote discussions as States, Territories and Tribes 
begin to develop, revise, and implement QRIS for quality I/T care. 

INFANT/TODDLER ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES/ 
PROGRAM DESIGN 

Policies that are developed to guide program design and  
implementation of I/T care are required by a few States.  Ten States 
require policies to address issues such as day-to-day routines and 
continuity of care for I/T. 

INFANT/TODDLER LEARNING ENVIRONMENT/ 
CURRICULUM AND HEALTH & SAFETY 

States may set standards that define quality in infant/toddler care 
environments. Quality indicators for I/T Learning Environment/ 
Curriculum are required by 12 States and I/T Health & Safety 
indicators are required by 5 States.  

Policy & Program Design 

IA, ID, MD, MT, NC IN, LA, ME IN, MD, MT, NC, RI 

Require program policies to 
address I/T issues such as 

safe sleep routines or  
individualized needs of 

family 

Require continuity 
of care policies and 

practices 

Require 
assignment of   

primary caregiver 

Program Environment/Curriculum 

I/T Program standards  IA, IN, MD, ME, OH, PA 

Approved curricula that include I/T 
DE, MD, ME, NM, NC, OH, 

PA, RI 

Curriculum references I/T ELGs  
DE, MD, ME, MT, OH,  

PA, TN 

Health and Safety 

Sanitation, diapering procedures DE, IA, MT 

Safe materials, furnishing, equipment, 
correct sizing 

DE, IA, IN, MT 

Outdoor play IA, IN, MD 

INFANT/TODDLER STAFF TO CHILD RATIOS 
AND GROUP SIZE 

The following 10 States require lower staff-to-child ratios for   
children birth through 2 years: CO, ID, KY, LA, MT, NM, NC, OH, 
TN, RI.  Nine States also require that infants be served in smaller 
groups than established for toddlers (CO, KY, ID, LA, MT, NM, 
NC, OH, RI). 

INFANT/TODDLER FAMILY INVOLVEMENT 

A few States set standards that guide family engagement in I/T early 
care and education.  Seven States (DE, KY, LA, ME, NM, PA, RI) 
set benchmarks for family engagement activities.  Montana supports 
I/T families during the enrollment process by providing I/T program 
policies. 

INFANT/TODDLER PROGRAM EVALUATION 

INFANT/TODDLER PROFESSIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT 

I/T Specific Training 

I/T Specific Health & 
Safety Training 


I/T Specific  

Coursework Required 


I/T Credential  MT, NC 

IA, IN, MT 

IA, MT 

DE, IA, IN, LA, MD, MT, NH, OH 

Infant/Toddler evaluation criteria, such as the ITERS-R, is required 
by 21 States (CO, DC, DE, IA, ID, IL, IN, KY, MD, ME, MS, MT, Opportunities for the I/T workforce to engage in professional  
NC, NH, NM, OH, OK, PA, RI, TN, VT). Mississippi and Montana development activities are a way to help caregivers acquire new 
include evaluation of caregiver/child interactions (such as Arnett — knowledge.  I/T professional development opportunities are  
Caregiver Interaction Scale).  offered by 9 States in various areas including health and safety,  

I/T coursework and I/T credentialing activities. 

1 These 22 States and Territories (CO, DC, DE, IA, ID, IL, IN, KY, LA, MD, ME, MS, MT, NC, NH, NM, OH, OK, PA, RI, TN, VT) were identified at 
http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/topics/topic/index.cfm?topicId=44 as implementing a statewide QRIS as of September 2010. 

http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/topics/topic/index.cfm?topicId=44�


 
   

  
   

 
 

 

 
  

Q
ua

li
ty

 R
at

in
g 

&
 I

m
pr

ov
em

en
t S

ys
te

m
s 

(Q
R

IS
) 

22
 S

ta
te

s 
an

d
 T

er
ri

to
ri

es

 

w
it

h
 S

ta
te

w
id

e 
Q

u
al

it
y 

R
at

in
g 

&
 I

m
p

ro
ve

m
en

t 
S

ys
te

m
s 

W
A

 

C
A

 

O
K

 

K
S

 
C

O
 

U
T

 

S
D

 

N
D

 

IL
 

IN
 

O
H

 

IA
 

W
V

 

N
Y

 

V
A

 

N
J 

T
N

 K
Y

 

M
E

 

F
L

 N
C

 

S
C

A
R

 

A
K

 

T
X

 

W
I 

M
N

 

N
E

 

N
M

 
A

Z
 

N
V

 

W
Y

 

ID
 

M
T

 

O
R

 

H
I 

G
A

A
L

M
S

 

L
A

 

M
I 

R
I 

M
A

 
N

H
 

V
T

 

P
A

 
C

T
 

D
C

 M
D

 
D

E
 

L
E

G
E

N
D

 

S
ta

te
s 

&
 

T
er

ri
to

ri
es

 w
it

h
 

Q
u

al
it

y 
R

at
in

g 
Im

p
ro

ve
m

en
t 

S
ys

te
m

s 

S
ta

te
s 

&
 

T
er

ri
to

ri
es

 
w

it
h

ou
t S

ta
te

w
id

e 
Q

u
al

it
y 

R
at

in
g 

Im
p

ro
ve

m
en

t 
S

ys
te

m
s 

M
O

 

A
S

 

G
U

 

C
N

M
I 

P
R

 

V
I 

F
or

 m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
or

 r
es

ou
rc

es
 c

on
ta

ct
:  



kh

ey
in

g@
ze

ro
to

th
re

e.
or

g 
ht

tp
:/

/n
cc

ic
.a

cf
.h

hs
.g

ov
/i

tc
c/


 
ht

tp
:/

/n
cc

ic
.a

cf
.h

hs
.g

ov
/q

ri
sr

es
ou

rc
eg

ui
de

/?
do

=
qr

is
st

at
e


 

T
he

se
 2

2 
S

ta
te

s 
an

d 
T

er
ri

to
ri

es
 (

C
O

, D
C

, D
E

, I
A

, I
D

, I
L

, I
N

, K
Y

, L
A

, M
D

, M
E

, M
S

, M
T

,
 
N

C
, N

H
, N

M
, O

H
, O

K
, P

A
, R

I,
 T

N
, V

T
) 

w
er

e 
id

en
ti

fi
ed

 (
ht

tp
:/

/n
cc

ic
.a

cf
.h

hs
.g

ov
/to

pi
cs

/ 
S

ep
te

m
be

r 
 2

01
0 



to

pi
c/

in
de

x.
cf

m
?t

op
ic

Id
=

44
) 

as
 im

pl
em

en
ti

ng
 a

 s
ta

te
w

id
e 

Q
R

IS
 a

s 
of

 S
ep

te
m

be
r

 2
01

0.

 

mailto:kheying@zerotothree.org�
http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/itcc/�
http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/qrisresourceguide/?do=qrisstate�
http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/topics/topic/index.cfm?topicId=44�
http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/topics/topic/index.cfm?topicId=44�
http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/topics/topic/index.cfm?topicId=44�
http://nccic.acf.hhs.gov/topics/topic/index.cfm?topicId=44�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



